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Dear Editor, ' ,

Recently, 'the President s;tid that he .wan.ted'~obring
universal access to broaqband to all Americans within'
the next few years. This is certainly a step in therigbt
direction; but one that can only be achievedif.the gov-
ernment frees all companies in today's' 'Communications
marketplace to invest freely in bringing new' advances
into more communities. And. for rural American edu-
cators and students, amoderntelecom law cannotcome
a moment too soon. ' "

To someone who truly cares abolit ~ucation, it is
heartbreaking to see rural communities deprived of the
benefits of the telecom revolution, just because of out-
dated government regulations. This situation hits rural
libraries and educators especially hard, ap they struggle,
to provide students with the tools they need t<;1,succeed
in today's world. Without, the same ability that urban
students have to readily acceSs resources from aroupd
the world -From the Library of Congress to the galleries
of the Loure -our rural students continue to fall behind.
Funhennore, there ,are, many bright young People in
areas like ours, whose potential is limited only, by their
access to advanced-placement classes, which are now
available through broa4band ~onnections., '

Rural libraries wa,nt'to give:Iocal residents and ,stu-
dents access to the Same technology available in more
urban ar~s. With the potential of today's communica-.
tions technology, thIS goal is entirely. feasible.

"Unfortunately, government. microm~nagement of the
telecoffiJIlunications industry has slowed investment
that could bring:needed technology to rural areas.

In the old world ofone,comp~riy..one choice, t ,
. regulations,pi:otected consumers,- But in today)'" ,

these leg~cy rules are' hindering. more than hel
Consumers have' unp'recedent~ choices now,' I

; phone service or the Intemetto e-mai,l.fi:omcell pt ;
and otlier\vireless devices' and who,knows what
varian: is next. Anew telecom policy must refiec ;
new r~ality.Modem'ref!,nnsthat allow allcompan )
C0111petean4 invest without the wet blanket of outl I
rules woull;!'adv:ipce rural education by encour1 :
invesnnent in the infrastructure that bri~gs these i
mation opportunities into ev.ery community.

Under the existing Telecom Act,.Jocal phone co
nics have little incentive, to uPdate, infrastruCtUI J
bring the 21st'century to places like LaPlace. Quil :
opPosite, incumbent Io<:altelecoms are forced to : :
their investments with cOmpetitors at govemmel t
~tes tHat do not even cQvercost., The result? Nc '
side has much reason to invest in more robustnetw
. ;Continuingadvances in telecommunications-d: I

education'hingeon more vigorousinvestment. A :
nation~s telecommunications. systems migrate, to,bJ

.band. so de the innovations :and qppOr'lunities
bring. Let's ho~that PresidentBush~s;goal is the
of a new era in \Vhich U.S. policy ~ncQl\]'agesne I
invesnnents"rather than deters it. Only ~y allowi~ I
companies to compete and invest freely can rural
dents be assured ready access to the full range of t
century informationopportunities. . .

Kathy J. Mcv,. t


