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U.S. Department of Transportation Secretary Mary E. Peters announced that the I-15 
corridor through southern Nevada has qualified for the prestigious Corridors of the Future 
Program. As one of six multi-state transportation corridors selected, I-15 will be eligible for 
the accelerated designation of federal funds and project development. The CFP corridor 
selection was based on congestion reduction, mobility improvements, supporting economic 
growth, and innovations in project delivery and finance.  

“I-15 is the lifeline for over 80 percent of southern Nevada’s goods movement and this 
designation will provide opportunities to significantly improve the capacity as well as reduce 
our congestion,” said Gov. Jim Gibbons. “We worked very hard with our entire congressional 
delegation and neighboring states to demonstrate to the Secretary that I-15 is a nationally 
significant corridor.”  

As a major trade route, I-15 connects to four transcontinental highways—I-10, I-40, I-80 
and I-90. The I-15 Corridor is a critical commerce corridor which plays a significant role in 
the movement of goods in the United States, commuters within or close to urban core 
areas, and recreational and seasonal travelers. The safety, efficiency, and reliability of this 
corridor are significant factors of strong growth and economic development in Nevada.  

“This designation is a tremendous accomplishment for the state of Nevada and opens the 
door for public and private partnerships to use innovative ways to deliver transportation 
projects,” said NDOT Director Susan Martinovich.  

NDOT has led the efforts of this multi-state application working together with partners in 
California, Utah and Arizona to create a regional project of national significance.  

“Over 9 million people per year drive I-15 from southern California to southern Nevada. I-
15 is the single most important tourism corridor and the life blood to the success of 
southern Nevada’s economy,” said Las Vegas Mayor Oscar Goodman, Chairman of the Las 
Vegas Convention and Visitors Authority. “This designation will help improve our already 
ongoing efforts to provide safe and timely travel for our visitors.”  

The Federal government has an important role to play in facilitating and accelerating 
transportation planning and investments across state lines to improve safety and reduce 
congestion, maintaining the economical flow of goods and commerce across America. The 
Corridors of the Future program will help facilitate the development of critical trade corridors 
which may augment an existing transportation corridor or may develop entirely new 
facilities. States are encouraged to work together and with private sector partners to 
develop multi-State corridor proposals to advance project development and seek alternative 
financial opportunities  

“I commend Secretary Peters for including I-15 in the Corridors of the Future Program,” said 
Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid of Nevada. “This is a big win for our state and something 
that will benefit the millions of people who drive in southern Nevada every year.”  
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“I-15 is one of the most important tourism and commerce corridors in the United States,” 
said U.S. Sen. John Ensign. “I-15 connects Mexico with Canada from San Diego, California 
to Sweetgrass, Montana. Nevada took the lead on this application and now four western 
states will benefit from this team effort to benefit the nation.”  

 


